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From Fear Faith 


Evelyn Theresa Jones, Baton Rouge, La. 


Miss Jones student Loutsiana 
University, and she 
article theme for one her Eng- 
lish classes. —Ed. 


first thoughts centered the 
idea singing before new and com- 
pletely different audience. Any audi- 
ence was challenge, regardless the 
occasion, How could know 
great dscovery was about take place 
life; one which would never 
eries which might occur. 


This adventure discovery all began 
nearly four years ago; and yet, seems 
quite recent. One the men the 
member, had been asked speak the 
preacher” the Protestant 
chapel the Public Health Ser- 
vice Hospital Carville, La. The man, 
Mr. Gladden, called see would 
with him sing part the 
chapel services. explained that the 
hospital was for patients suffering from 
Hansen’s disease, more commonly known 
leprosy. 

soon the word “leprosy” was 
mentioned felt strange sensation 
which probably quite common upon 
hearing the mention the disease. Pic- 
tures people walking along the streets 
biblical times calling “Unclean! Un- 
clean!” flashed through mind. 
gan trying discover way grace- 
fully decline the invitation sing. Mr. 
Gladden must have sensed 
ness, because immediately began 
explain that there would danger 
contracting the disease. there had 
been any danger such thing, 
visitors would allowed inside. 

Sunday morning arrived with clear, 
skies and shining sun; the type 
day which promised unforseen good 
fortune for anyone who would look 
round little. left for Carville 
seven-thirty and followed the curving 
road until, the distance, saw what 
small city with snow 
white buildings and tremendous green 
trees. The only thing unusual about 
the sight was the barbed wire fence 
which surrounded the enormous terri- 
tory. 

checked the gate and 
tmued slowly down the neat, paved 
once noticed the extreme 
cleanliness everything; papers 
the grounds, trash, all was clean. The 
car took the turns the road which un- 
folded like pathway into the unknown, 
and stopped before the neat white chap- 
el. 


ceeded with the services, turned 
notice the people. There they sat, these 
people whose faith was tremendous 
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Evelyn Theresa Jones 


that could not shaken even 
great personal trial, 

Soon the time came for sing. 
stood singing the words Lord’s 
Prayer,” watched old colored man 
leaning forward listen and repeat the 
words with me. young girl sat silently 
listening, the song reached its climax, 
saw look contentment cross her 
face. 


afraid did not listen the con- 
clusion the services very closely. 
felt the realization faith come me. 
These people whom had 
than week before brought 
clearer meaning what faith should 
be. fears suddenly changed feel- 
ing friendliness toward each person. 
‘The services were over what seemed 
amazingly short time, noticed 
group the patients standing the 
other side the room. was told that 
they wanted speak me; and yet, 
none would come near me. Each spoke 
from across the room; thanking 
for coming, asking come again, 
saying they had enjoyed song. 
wondered why none came near. Later 
was told, the patients realize the fear 
many visitors and will not force 
themselves upon them, 

strong faith and complete humbleness. 
was wonderful feeling. Since that 
first trip the Carville hospital, have 
returned many times. Each time 
regret that cannot make the trip 
more often. 

The patients now come after the Ser- 
vices speak me, because they real- 
ize that longer fear them. offer 
them hand, they will shake firmly, 
knowing that through this simple act, 
offering friendship and telling 
them that longer fear them. have 
made many friends among the patients. 


Quite often discover, one 
that someone have known has 
been discharged. feel great happiness 
whenever this happens; although, real- 
ize that have seen friend for the 
last time. 

Recently the patients sent smal! 
gift show their appreciation for 
coming take part their services. 
many, this gift might not appear 
have much value, but me, 
priceless. What it? simply pin 
and earring set made tiny sea shells, 
designed and made one the pa- 
tients but symbolizes great 
deal. Friendship, faith, kindness, appre- 
ciation all these are included 
gift, and never fail discover feel- 
ing humbleness whenever see them. 

Yes, these people are more than just 
another audience for me. With each 
trip make, they help rediscover 
faith. The thrill the first discovery 
Was entirely new and different, but the 
rediscoveries give the same type 
thrill, one which shall never forget. 


Exhibits Science Fairs 


disease will the subject 
exhibit entered Miss Adrianne 
Blue, eighth grade student Mac- 
Farland Junior High School, Washing- 
ton, D.C., the Future Scientists 
America Science Fair, April 13-16, 1956. 
Miss Blue has also entered her exhibit 
the Washington, D.C. Science Fair 
and the MacFarland Junior High 
Fair. M/Sgt. Antonio Cortizas the 
Armed Forces Institute Pathology 
suggested the project Adrianne. 
were happy furnish copies 
THE STAR and other material, 

The Illinois Junior Academy Sci- 
ence also has exhibit Hansen’s dis- 
ease. was entered Shirley Vaughn 
and Glynda Walker Carbondale. 
Their interest using was touched 
off copy THE STAR given 
them their Science teacher who had 
visited Carville earlier this year. 

which students’ scientific projects are 
displayed. The projects show original re- 
search and demonstration scientific 
principles. The Fairs are competitive 
and prizes are awarded the different 
grade levels, Subjects covered the ex- 
hibits include: botany, zoology, conser- 
vation, chemistry, physics, electronics, 
physiographical mathematics, 
engineering and health (medicine: ap- 
plied medicine, drugs, research, antibio- 
tics and production of, public 

* * * 


recent months, THE STAR has 
received requests for material for term 
papers from high school 
students living our states, 
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Social Aspects Hansen’s Disease 


Perry Burgess, 


President Leonard Wood Memorial, Author and Humanitarian 


This excerpt from the speech 
given Mr. Burgess February 18, 
upon receiving the 
ward for 1956. 

The stigma that ignorant world 
and often violently prejudiced one 
gives is, thinking, the most 
cus aspect the disease. causes the 
patient and his family conceal the 
fact that has leprosy, frequently pre- 
venting him from presenting himself for 
treatment the time when the progno- 
sis promising. robs him home, 
family and friends, because fear 
which the actual character the disease 
does not warrant. often drives the 
harassed soul attempt obliterate 
hiding behind false name. 
drives him into needless morass 
depression about his future. 

have devoted considerable effort 
trying overcome this fear because one 
position has the opportunity 
know, beyond doubt, that there are many 
illnesses which are more dangerous 
humanity than Hansen’s disease, 

hope you will not deem immod- 
est say word about Who Walk 
Alone. was written about long time 
American veteran the 
Spanish-American war whom met and 
with whom developed friendship 
when was patient the large colony 
Culion, One man told that the 
story courage friend had 
vented him from committing 
another, young physician leprosar- 
ium South India, told was 
that position result reading the 


Says Perry Burgess 
difficult recall time when statistics 
were not made vivid the places seen 
and the people met the most 
ed, most gallant, the most hopeful peo- 
ple the face the earth.” Mr. 
gess, the fourth recipient the Damien 
Dutton Award, was commended for his 


problem. 


book. Many people tell that has 
successfully banished their fear Han- 
sen’s disease, 

has been pleasure see, during 
the thirty years have been engaged 
this field, great changes. Thirty years 
ago the disease was rarely mentioned 
literature current drama. Now, re- 
ceives attention constantly and the treat- 


ment more and more accurate and coi:- 
sequently more kind. 

recent case was the television 
program Medic, but the barrier fear 
that prevents man who has been cured 
from actually returning his place 
still there. 

the International Congress Lep- 
rosy Havana 1948 special com- 
mittee Social Aspects recommended 
that the term “leper” all times and 
all places discarded. That where 
wes desirable another term for leprosy 
accepted for lay use such Hansen’s 
disease. Identical action was taken the 
Congress Madrid. had the privilege 
chairman both those commit- 
tees and have had the satisfaction that 
great many people are adopting the 
recommendations, bespeak for them 
your sympathy and cooperation 
changing the attitudes prejudice and 
fear that had been general.. 

speak behalf hundreds per- 
sonal friends many countries the 
who have the misfortune have 
become ill Hansen’s disease, you 
have been among those who think 
these people unworthy let assure 
you that they are not, They are simply 
cross section mankind. They repre- 
sent all walks life. One the friend- 
ships which treasure most that 
man Madras, India, who before 
came ill was professor English 
the University. When was cured his 
position was longer available him. 

They deserve your friendship 
THEM! 


Couple Winning Their Fight Bring Understanding 


Major and Mrs. Hornbostel “at home,” 
1928 Wilson Avenue, North Bellmore, Long 
island, N.Y. The Scotties evidently still come 
for much attention. The Hornbostels have 
announced the arrival brand new 


About Hansen’s Disease 


son, Andrew April have 
lost track the number grandchildren. 


From time time, visitors ask: “What 
that General and his wife. 
you ever hear from them?” that 
“General and his wife,’ they mean Ma- 
jor and Mrs. G.H. Hornbostel, Here 
the very latest information the Horn- 
caught the spirit this gallant couple. 


North Bellmore, N.Y. 
silver haired grandmother and her hus- 
band are winning battle against super- 
stition and fear small New York 
town. 

The battle old time. The fear 
and superstition involve disease long 
wrapped ignorance leprosy. 

Mrs. Gertrude Hornbostel 
Hans, retired army major, 


Reprinted from International News Service Wire Story, March 18, 1956. 


now living quietly North Bellmore, 
caught world attention 1946. Then 
Hans, the Bataan death 
march, fought for entry into the nation- 
leprosaium Carville, La., with 
his wife, patient. 

They have faced daily trials since they 
left Carville 1949, 

was filled with misgiving when 
first came here,” Mrs, Hornbostel said 

“No disease has been shamefully 
misunderstood leprosy,” her husband 
said. 

“Gerty, here, was jittery cat when 
she got out and picked out this place. 
was the only spot the country where 
could without being segregated 
from the rest the population.” 

Mrs. Hornbostel looked from the 
table and picked the thread 

(cont’d page 11) 
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Dr. Barnett, medical missionary 
Tanganyika, British East Africa, for 
the past five years, now the U.S. 
furlough, came Carville way for week 
March, Dr. Barnett works under the 
Alrican Inland Mission, interdenomi- 
national group. 

Tanganyika, Dr. Barnett station- 
the Kola Ndoto Mission General 
Hospital. Kola Ndoto there 
settlement about one-half mile from the 
General Hospital. serve some 850 
patients, but have domiciliary care 
for about 250,” Dr. Barnett explained. 
The others are assigned plots ground 
raise some their own food.” 

Dr. Barnett said, the introduc- 
tion sulfone therapy, are obliged 
hold down admittances for cannot 
handle the vast numbers desiring treat- 
ment.” Diasone was the initial sulfone 
used, then they switched 
They are now using DDS, given orally. 
Dr, Barnett stated, “Our results are com- 
parable with the rest the world. 
the last two years have discharged 
average patients year, who are 
clinically negative. not use the 
system that you use here Carville 
whereby months negative bacteri- 
ological tests are required because most 
our cases are tuberculoid.” (the be- 
nign type the disease where the germ 
usually difficult almost impossible 

Like practically all the medical 
missionaries, doctors and nurses, meet 
from time time here Carville, Dr. 
Barnett spoke his work with great 
warmth and with spirit deep dedi- 
cation. 


many ways so-called leprosy does 
net bear the stigma Kenya that 
found other parts the world, ac- 
fone era, the crippling effects the dis- 
ease was the problem rather than the 
stigma having had HD. “Why, only 
about years ago patients who 
were helpless, crippled, blind aged 
were taken the top granite bould- 
and dropped into deep cave-like 
hole perish. Bones those people are 
clearly visible this (We winced) 

Dr. Barnett was born Kenya, 
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missionary parents, years ago. at- 
tended Wheaton College, Illinois, and 
graduated from the Albany Medical 
School, division Union University, 
Schenectady, N.Y. Dr. and Mrs. Barnett 
and their five children are living Long 
Beach, Mississippi, until they return 
Tanganyika July. 

Like Dr. Moffet, who visited here 
February, and Dr. Barnett, Miss Mar- 
Burkwall, R.N., who was Car- 
ville for week March, was also born 
missionary parents, foreign coun- 
try. Miss Burkwall was born Canton, 
South China. Her father spent forty years 
the Orient. Miss Burkwall 
early education Canton, but came 
the U.S.A. for her high school, college 
(Park College, Missouri), and 
training. After receiving her from 
the Presbyterian Hospital Chicago, 
Miss Burkwall returned China, under 
the Board Missions the Presbyte- 
rian Church, and worked Hainan 
Island, off the south coast China. 

While Hainan Island, Miss Burk- 
wall did some work the settle- 
ment where there were some 200 pa- 
tients. Miss Burkwall left Hainan 
1951, which that time was under com- 
munist rule, She went the French 
Camerouns, West Africa, 1952 where 
she has been for the last three years, 
Metet, near the government post 
Mbalmayo. There are two settle- 
ments for Hansen’s disease patients near 
Metet. Mvam (meaning goodness) 
within half hour’s walk from Metet, 
The other one located farther from 
Metet, over very bad roads. African 
medical assistants each these 
settlements two three times weck, 
bicycles. The work these two places 
aided the American Leprosy Mis- 
sions, Inc. 

Miss Burkwall furlough this 
country but expects return Metet 
the Camerouns July. From recent 
letter Miss Burkwall received from Me- 
tet, she was told that around patients 
were discharged Christmastime. 

One hears much talk about long 
arm coincidence,” etc., but con- 
tend that for some strange reason, that 
“long arm” has way reaching out 
farther here Carville than probably 
anywhere else the world. Take the 
afternoon March were dig- 
ging into our files for every scrap in- 
formation could find Penikese 
Hospital, Penikese Island, where the 
State Massachusetts once maintained 
institution for “detention leprosy 
patients” (mostly aliens), and treat- 


ment, before Carville was established 
Federal Hospital. 


were the midst compiling 
material for feature story this sub- 
ject for future issue THE STAR 
when Chaplain Elder brought dis- 
tinguished-looking silvery-haired gentle- 
man. The visitor was introduced Dr, 
Proctor (above), Malden, Mass. 
wasted not instant telling Dr. 
Proctor what were to. His reaction 
was electric and his interest was intense. 
believe that Dr. Proctor had not 
been obliged return New Orleans 
within the hour, where and Mrs. 
Proctor were vacationing, would have 
spent the rest the afternoon talking 
the old Dr. Proctor knows more 
about Penikese, its early history, etc., 
than most anyone And why 
shouldn’t he. 


the head the Massachusetts 
Siate Board Charity. was this Board 
which purchased Penikese Island for the 
establishment institution, and 
and maintained such for 
more than years. Proctor man 
far ahead his time, and he, like the 
famed Dr. Richard Cabot Harvard, 
whom knew personally, and group 
other physicians, were opposed 
isolating patients special island, 
feeling that such patients could cared 
for the already established State Hos- 
pital. But when prejudice prevailed and 
this was refused, the State Board Char- 
ity purchased farm the town 
for the purpose. But because 
strong protests citizens Brewster 
neighboring towns, the farm plan 
did not materialize. 


Dr. Proctor’s interest Hansen’s dis- 
ease, and even more the 
people, has not lagged over the years. 
keeps with whatever progress 
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Guestbook 


from page 


made this health and social problem, 
and often called speak the 
subject before medical and lay groups 
Massachusetts. Though modestly 
claims credit for the up-to-date policy 
the Massachusetts Board 
towards Hansen’s disease (they have “no 
restrictions”), one can certain that 
Dr. Proctor’s “elder statesman” wisdom 
and advice this subject carried con- 
siderable weight. 
* * * 

visiting physician, taking walk 
around the place get informal 
slant the physical plant and say 
hello the patients, suddenly came face 
face with boyhood chum and school- 
mate. The physician and the patient 
had shared one those double desks 
yesteryear the primary grades. They 
had not seen each other years end, 
but the recognition was mutual. The 
reunion Carville was not without 
touch drama. 

The physician, Dr. E.M. Longoria, 
native Brownsville, Texas, has been 
practicing medicine Laredo, Texas, 
for years. recently switched his 
specialty from surgery dermatology 
(we understand there not single 
tion for his new specialty, Dr, Longoria 
Charity Hospital, New Orleans, and 
week Carville one the require- 
ments such residency essential 
requirement, may say so, especial- 
for dermatologists Texas, Louisiana 
and Florida (states endemic for HD). 
should raise the dermatologists “index 
suspicion.” 

* * * 

Dr. and Mrs. John McLeod signed 
THE guestbook April 3rd. 
They registered from Rochester, Min- 
nesota, but their home town Birch- 
wood, Wisconsin, and Dr. McLeod will 
soon hang out his shingle Grand 
Forks, N.D. 

Dr. McLeod recently finished three- 
year residency orthopedic surgery 
Mayo’s. The McLeods were here for 
only few hours but was busy few 
hours. They saw the hospital, met sever- 
members the medical staff and 
saw several patients who had had hand 
surgery. Dr. McLeod had heard Dr. 
Daniel Riordan lecture hand surgery 
and deeply interested the out- 
standing work Dr. Riordan doing 
here. Dr. Riordan, New Orleans, 
Carville consultant. 

Dr. and Mrs, McLeod are 
honeymoon, and this was first trip 
the deep South for both them. Mrs. 
McLeod registered nurse. The girls 
THE STAR office said she 
pretty.” and Mrs. McLeod motored 
over from Baton Rouge with Mrs. W.M. 
Donovan, one Carville’s good friends. 
The McLeods were the house guests 
Baton Rouge Dr. McLeod’s uncle 


and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. R.P. Forrest. 
Mrs. Forrest told that the first thing 
the McLeods asked their arrival was: 
“How far Carville from Baton Rouge?” 


Fred Chapman, assistant pro- 
fessor the Department Athletics 
and Physical Education, University 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, called 
STAR office April Prof. Chapman’s 
touring this hospital was the hands 
Carville’s Director Communiiy 
Activities, Rickman, and the 
local recreational supervisor, Bob Mi- 
chael, Prof. Chapman came South 
guest speaker the Southwest Rec- 
reational Conference which met Ba- 
ton Rouge, April 4-7. 

Prof. Chapman former student 
Mr. Rickman, when the latter was 
Associate Professor Recreation the 
Minn. Among the courses Prof, 
Chapman teaching one concerned 
with hospital recreation and now that 
has seen Carville first hand, 
better position tell his students 
about our setup. Prof. Chapman has had 
grams veterans’ hospitals and the 
State Mental Hospital. 

had pleasant surprise Satur- 
day morning, April when Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Autry Memphis, Ten- 
dropped see us. Pauline 
Autry, Helen sister,” said Mrs. 
Autry, introducing herself and her hus- 
band. That did it! Helen the Memphis 
entertainer, who while living New 
Orleans, appeared here show, and 
came later friend. Her interesting 
article THE STAR (December 1955, 
“Helen Putnam Goes Carville”) drew 
much favorable comment. Back home 
Memphis, Helen has aroused 
terest Carville and with assist from 
her Sis, Pauline, put drive which 
brought about hundred new sub- 
scfiptions THE STAR. 

* * * 
They Come Groups 
See for Themselves 


One picture worth thousand words 
old Chinese proverb, and with bow 
Confucius, should like add, one 
visit Carville worth thousand pic- 
tures. informative read about 
this hospital (in THE STAR, course) 
and look pictures the place, but 
the best way get first hand informa- 
tion come and see for yourself. 
recent weeks many visiting groups have 
been doing just that. They were medi- 
cai and lay groups, and they came from 
within and without the State.The large 
number visiting groups indicates 
growing interest this hospital and 
Hansen’s disease. 

Such interest has existed for 
long time the University Cincin- 
nati, College Medicine. This interest 
sparked the University’s Professor 
Dermatology, Leon Goldman. 


group physicians who spent 
two days here, March and 20, study- 
ing Hansen’s disease, 
ognition its early signs and symptoms. 
The group had truly international 
flavor, including physicians from many 
parts the world, taking post graduate 
work this outstanding medical college, 
well some members the staff. The 
visitors included Drs. Julien Fan, Japan, 
Richard Flatt, who will practice Sar- 
asota, Florida; Desire Rebello, India; 
Harold Plotnick, Detroit, Michigan; Ed- 
ward Emura, Hawaii; Trent Szolomay- 
er, Rumania; Sophie Brumberger, Isra- 
el, and also Drs. Schwarz, Cieslak, Laven- 
der, and McCabe. 

Members the New Orleans Society 
Medical Technologists toured this 
hospital March 15. 

The next day, this hospital was host 
seven graduate students 
ology from Louisiana State University, 
Baton The students were accom- 
panied Dr. Charles McCleskey, 
professor bacteriology. Dr. McCleskey 
planning India next year 
where will some work with Dr. 
Paul Brandt, hand surgeon note. 

The New Orleans medical technolo- 
gists and the L.S.U. bacteriology students 
got real break having Carville’s 
biochemist, Sister Hilary Ross their 
local mentor and guide. 

March 23, group physical 
therapy students from Charity Hospital. 
New Orleans, visited this hospital. The 
PTs saw the place with Mr. Lennes Tal- 
bot, assistant physical therapist, guide. 

group PHS nurses from the Pub- 
lic Health Service Hospital, New Or- 
leans, was here March 27. These 
nurses showed special interest because 
from time time they take care 
Carville patients who the N.O. 
Hospital for surgery. 

Students from the School Sociai 
Workers, Tulane, University, New Or- 
leans, were here for look-see March 
Miss Lena Beck, Carville’s medical 
social worker did the honors. 

April Sister Mary Alice the 
resident nursing was the tour guide 
for group seventeen nursing students 
and three their instructors from the 
Baton Rouge Division Northwestern 
State College. These young women are 
receiving their training Baton Rouge 
General Hospital. 

large group instructors and stu- 
dents from State Teachers College, Up- 
per Montclair, New Jersey, 
trip the deep South, included Carville 
their itinerary. They toured this hos- 
pital April escorted Mr. Gas- 
ton England, principal the Carville 
school. 

The Senior Class Tulane University 
School Medicine, New Orleans, held 
its annual clinic here April 11. 

The Lafourche Parish, Louisiana, 
Demonstration group, very large 
group indeed, came for themselves, 
April 11, 
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Here Sgt. Cortizas work bust Dr. Albert Schweitzer, world famed 


Great Little Guy 


osopher and physician-humanitarian. Working from pictures Dr. Schweitzer, whom 
greatly admires, Tony called “labor love.” The Schweitzer bust was unveiled 
October 10, the new Armed Forces Institute Pathology building the Walter 
Reed Army Hospital Center, Washington, D.C. September, Sgt. Cortizas wrote us, 
“Hope able send copy sculpture Dr. Schweitzer gift THE STAR 


and all the patients.” 


United Press wire story, datelined 
Washington, the New Orleans 
March 14, 1956, reported that: “Out 
Walter Reed Army Hospital 
fraid that this time Tony Cortizas may 
not get well. doesn’t lot people 
will grieve. It’s not much that the 
Army never can hope replace Tony 
Cortizas, isn’t altogether the fact that 
Tony Cortizas has done lot good 
this world. It’s simply, Sgt. Leo 
Kaye said, that Tony Cortizas ‘one 
the greatest little guys that ever lived.’ 

“Tony master specialist Anthony 
Cortizas, the only man the U.S. Army 
bearing the designation ‘medical sculp- 
tor.’ desperately sick with heart 
malady complicated pneumonia. 

“Cortizas was born years ago Cu- 
Spanish parents. studied art 
after coming this country. 1942, 
shortly after Pearl Harbor, Cortizas was 
into the Army. never 
became master sergeant, then 
master specialist. He’s short five feet 
seven inches so, dark hair and 
plexion, intense, nervous, serious, 
though there’s often twinkle 
dark brown eyes. 

Kaye, who works with Sgt. Cor- 
tizas the Armed Forces Institute 
Pathology and knows Cortizas well, says 
this him, ‘He thinks this country 
the grandest thing that ever happened. 
That explains everything has done.’ 

“As medical sculptor, Sgt. Cortizas 
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made large plastic models things the 
doctors were interested organs, 
glands, mannikins, perfected means 
restoring the natural pigment 
wounded flesh through tattooing. Work- 
ing under Army surgeons, saved the 
scarred faces more than 500 World 
War and Korean veterans. 

“But was Washington that Cor- 
tizas performed his masterpieces. per- 
formed them with the slum kids 
southwest Washington whose neighbor 
had been since 1947. Cortizas set 
arts and sciences club for kids—boys, 
girls, Negroes, Whites. wasn’t fight- 
ing juvenile delinquency; was trying 
see that didn’t happen. 

“The Army doing its best for its 
only specialist medical sculpture. His 
doctor Col. Thomas Mattingly, 
one President Eisenhower’s heart 
specialists. 

“Nobody seems know how word 
Tony’s illness got abroad. But somehow 
did. From French Equatorial Africa 
has come cablegram that was deliver- 
wishes for recovery.’ was signed 

Carville heard about Sgt. Cortizas’ ill- 
ness early March. Word came 
through mutual friend Washington. 
immediately wired get well mes- 
sege Tony. replied, “With tears 
joy heard your telegram. Wonder- 
ful have such friends all you. 


Love everyone.” 

Sgt. Cortizas suffered his first heart 
attack October 10, the very day his 
(see cut). seemed recover but 
Feb, 26, 1956, had another seizure 
and March was placed under 
oxygen tent. 


THE STAR keeping touch with 
associates Sgt. Cortizas. The latest 
information have, April from 
Sgt. Kaye, “Sgt. Cortizas still the 
seriously ill list, All here AFIP, 
well his other friends throughout 
the. country, are hoping that show 
signs improvement very soon.” 

agree wholeheartedly with Sgt. 
Kaye that Tony Cortizas is.a great little 
guy and has many friends here 
Carville who are also hoping 
ing for his recovery. Sgt. Cortizas has 
werk scheduled here Carville 
coming fall. can make it, will 
his fifth trip this hospital, 
himself said, always happy 
come back Carville, not only for what 
can for the patients, but see 
friends and always look forward 
next visit.” 

Sgt. Cortizas first trip Carville 
October 1951 made medical history. 
came here special assignment 
arrangement with the Army and the 
Public Health Service. worked 
small group volunteer patients, 
which the writer was one, Tony’s work 
here was tattooing not the kind that 
puts “rose tattoo” your chest, but 
the medical version tattooing called 
‘Through Sgt. Cortizas’ special technique 
eyebrows were dotted in, and even spot 
matching whiskers implanted. Tony’s ex- 
ploratory work here indicated that in- 
tradermal artificial pigments offered 
promise restoring normal appearance 
those patients with scars from Han- 
sen’s disease. These patients came Car- 
ville before the introduction the new 
sulfone drugs. Sgt. Cortizas worked with 
skill, kindness and consideration. Tat- 
tooing painful but the finished result 
made worthwhile. was our un- 
derstanding that Sgt. Cortizas would con- 
tinue come Carville once year, 
Lut sometimes governmental 
gets snarled and the Sergeant,through 


fault his own, was not here 
1955. 


Note: message STAR staffer from 
Sgt. Cortizas his own handwriting, dated 
April 14, indicates that Tony the mend. 
his hospital room. enjoys hearing from his 
triends. 
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Culion Sanitarium, island 
north Palawan, found the foot 
this hill, along the shoreline while the 
non-patient employees working the 
government-aided sanitarium 
dwellings the nearby village Balala, 
200 miles south Manila, 
lar transportation boat, which takes 
can make the trip from Manila Culion 
hours, but they have regular 
schedule. 


Culion Sanitarium, for the care and 
treatment patients with Hansen’s dis- 
ease, the largest institution its kind 
(2,061 patients) the Republic rhe 
Philippines, and, before World War II, 
the largest one its kind the world 
(5,000 will celebrate its Gold- 
Jubilee from May 25-28, 1956. 

The 4-day program will highlight- 
daily parades, led the Culion 
patients’ band. Basketball, volleyball, 
table tennis and other athletic 
contests will feature events, There will 
historical pageant the opening 
day directed Father Robert Rice, 
The second day will marked the 
coronation the queen, Miss Golden 
Jubilee, with elaborate ceremonies, 
lowed grand ball. 

Patients from Cebu, Tala, and 
possibly other Sanitaria the Phil- 
ippines are expected participate 
the celebration. They will bring their 
own bands, arriving Culion specia 
boats. 

Sunday, .May 27, called Anniversary 
Day, will observed with religious 
services the Catholic and Protestant 
churches, followed parade, meet 
the visiting dignitaries the wharf. 
VIPs, including the President the 
Philippines and high church officials 
have been invited. Dr. Casimiro Lara, 


Congratulations Culion 


Chief Sanitaria (on special 
will give the address welcome and 
Dr. Alejandro Laureola will act 
Master Ceremonies. Appropriate 
erary and musical numbers will inter- 
sperse the addresses the visitors. 

Sunday afternoon will devoted 
grand tour. The visitors will escorted 
officials and employees. 

the evening there will Balag- 
tasan (poetical joust) four vernac- 
ular poets from Manila, followed 
dance the tennis court. 

the final day championships 
the various athletic contests will de- 
cided and prizes awarded. 

Dr. Jose Tiong chairman the 
Organizing Committee for Culion’s 
Golden Jubilee and Lara co- 
chairman. The move celebrate the 
Golden Jubilee was initiated the Cu- 
lion Advisory Board composed the 
elected representatives the various 
regional groups among the patients. 

planned issue souvenir bro- 
chure commemorating the Golden 
and giving the history the Cu- 
lion Sanitarium. 

The Culion Sanitarium one nine 
hospitals and three out-patient clinics 
for Hansen’s disease the Republic 
the Philippines. operated under the 
Bureau .of Hospitals, Department 
Manila, whose chief Dr. Jose 
Rodriguez, well-known Carville. 

The 

Culion’s Chief, Dr. Lara assisted by: 
Dr. Jose Tiong, Acting Chief; Dr. 
Alejandro Laureola, Asst, Charge, 
Medical Section; Dr. Armando Pa- 
ras, Medical Officer Junior Leprologist; 
Dr. Clarina Palafox, Senior Pedia- 
trician; Dr, Jose Nolasco, Chief Pa- 
thologist and Dr. Pedro Jarata 
the resident Dentist, Mr. Eusebio Pal- 
anca the Pharmacist and Mr, Jose 
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Statue General Leonard Wood 
the grounds the Culion Sanitarium. 
The Boy Scouts standing attention 
patients. The occasion was prograin 
appreciation the Leonard Wood 
Memorial’s activities General 
ood, physician-soldier, humanitarian 
end administrator, was Governor Gener- 
the Philippines from 1921 1927. 


The problem public health the 
was foremost concern 
Ceneral Wood. was 
Hansen’s disease, then called 
leprosy, and instituted campaign 
eradicate the disease the Islands, The 
work began continued, world- 
wide basis, the Leonard Wood Mem- 
orial, named his honor. 


The Memorial has contributed 
and certain other facilities 
the Culion Sanitarium, LWM main- 
tains well-equipped laboratory Cu- 
bon, charge its Associate Medicai 
Director, Dr. Windsor Wade. 
Wade also consulting pathologist 
the Culion Sanitarium. editor 
the International Journal Leprosy 
president the International Lep- 
rosy Association and one the most 
distinguished men this field. 


Dr. Wade went Culion 1922 
research work, before the formation 
LWM, and except for occasional trips 
has been there ever since, Dr. and 
Mis. Wade, and Dr. John Hanks, LWM 
Lacteriologist, now Harvard, and Mrs. 
and their three children, were 
caught the second World War 
Culion along with other workers and 
patients. Culion’s war-time saga one 
tragedy and great courage, 2000 
died starvation and attempts 
escape the rigors Japanese occupa- 
tion. Culion was liberated April 1945 
the 41st Division the Eighth Army. 


Reyes Technician. The medical section 
also includes nine nurses headed 
Chief Nurse Simeona Asido. There are 
also two Sister nurses and nine Sisters 
Charity taking care other duties. 
Sister Donatienne Sister Superior. 
The administrative staff includes 
Special Disbursing and Collecting Of- 
ficer, Chief Clerk, Construction Chiet, 
and Farm Advisor. There are two Catho- 


Jic chaplains and one Protestant chap- 
lain, 


‘Treatment 


Culion has its own Chemical Plant 
and Laboratory where manufactures 
the Ethyl Esters Chaulmoogra oil. 
This preparation was formerly wide 
use Culion and also supplied from 
the Culion Lab the other sani- 
tariums the Philippines. Today 
Culion only two patients are receiving 
that treatment and four take com- 
bination with one the sulfones. There 
are 913 patients under sulfone therapy. 

According Dr. Lara, there are “279 
negative cases eligible for discharge and 
eligible for release parole. The 
average number patients discharged 
year for the last years Nega- 
tive cases are reluctant leave.” 


Patients Activities 


Culion has its own Police Force em- 
ploying patients. There also fire 
station with ten firemen, all patients, 
There are nine street cleaners. Almost 
400 the patients are engaged farm- 
ing and buys the produce. 
The patients raise hogs and few 
tle. More than 200 patients are fisher- 
men. They own 317 boats and sell their 
fish the sanitarium. Fish served 
six days week. The patients operate 
stores, barber and tailor shops, radio 
and other repair shops. 


0 
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you look the word “leprosy” 
dictionary, you will find defined 
chronic infectious disease appar- 
ently caused specific organism and 
characterized lesions the skin 
the nerves, etc,., etc.” The definition 
your dictionary may vary slightly from 
this one but basically, will about 
the same, and you are sure find the 
word “leper” defined simply per- 
son affected with leprosy.” the dic- 
tionary says, and who would dispute 
the authority Webster the mean- 
ing words. Not 

But the dictionary has little, any- 
thing, say about the emotional and 
intellectual connotations associated with 
words, and these associations can 
and often are distinct from their mean- 
ing and denotation. Who said so? do, 
and people who really know, the 
experts who have made the study 
words their lifetime business, semanti- 
cists such Stuart Chase (The Tyran- 
Words, The Power Words), 
and the authors text books writing 
Bleyer, for instance: make 
pictures and stimulate the reader’s im- 
agination and his The word 
“leprosy” denotes disease, and the 
word denotes person who has 
the disease, but the emotional connota- 
tions, the suggested significance these 
two words, horse different color. 
These words are imbedded the lan- 
synonymous with disgrace, evil, 
sin and outcast, and Donald Moffat 
says, article the Atlantic Month- 
ly, “Whether ever possible head 
off word, once has started down the 
hell, and shoo back its 
course, doubtful.” Mr, Moffat did not 
refer specifically the words, 
and “leper,” but his observation cer- 
tainly pertinent these words. 

Two stories published popular na- 
tional magazines underscore our point 
that the words, “leprosy” and 
have not only “started down the road 
hell,” but they have gone hell. 
her story, Temptation” (Cos- 
mopolitan, February 1956), Adela Ro- 
gers St. Johns uses the words “leprosy” 
“That man was silvered over with 
kind leprosy...: brilliant, yet 
corrupt, which like rotten mackerel 
moonlight shines and And 
again, “Noll Hartmann leper, 
you touch him pretty soon you won’t 
able feel Medically in- 
accurate, course, and Mrs. St. Johns 
used the odious word its symbolical 
sense, but word-pictures such 
this which perpetuate the stigma and 
foster the misconceptions about the dis- 
ease. 


his story, ““The Company Cow- 
ards” (The Saturday Evening Post, 
March 10, 1956), William Chamberlain 
uses the word “leper” over and over 


Words, Words 


again symbolize outcast and coward- 
die with the leper stink him... 
“You are all lepers here book. 
and despise every damned one you.” 

some leper like you with 
guts beneath his bars, lost his head... 
William Chamberlain turned out 
Brigadier General Edwin Chamber- 
lain, USAF, Retired (see Gen. Chamber- 
lain’s letter Mailbag) 

are sure that Mrs. St. Johns and 
Gen. Chamberlain had malice toward 
none, They were simply employing 
words with emotional appeal heighten 
the effect their stories. And when 
comes horror-concepts, writers seize 
upon the words, “leprosy” 
and the job, fact, their 
use this sense has become hackney- 
ed, one could now classify them 
cliches. cite the stories Mrs. St. 
Johns and Gen. Chamberlain because 
they are recent, but have scores 
others our files and they come our 
attention almost daily. Such expressions 
“moral leprosy,” “social leper,” 
etc., are common and they emanate from 
press, even comic strips, radio, and 
the pulpit. The word “leprosy” and the 
words which spring from its root— “lep- 
er, leprous,” been identified 
with communism, thievery, prostitution 
and homosexuality, and anything and 
everything else considered 
yond the pale. 

Dr. Robert Cochrane, London, 
leading world authority 
leprosy, dead-set against the use 
the word “leper” for the patient. Dr. 
Cochrane says, “the word leper 
social stigma,” and not all but most 
the physicians and workers this field 
are the same opinion. However, Dr. 
Cochrane adheres use the word 
“leprosy” for the disease, and again, not 
all but most the physicians and work- 
ers take the same stand, Not that “lep- 
rosy” scientifically accurate and 
descriptive word for the disease, in- 
deed. Quite the contrary, Here Dr. 
Cochrane’s most recent pronouncement 
this, “Historically, medically, and 
exegetically there justification for 
applying the Old Testament conception 
leprosy the disease now know 
that name.” (January 1956). the 
disease known leprosy today not the 
same the group diseases 
Bible known that name, then why 
the doctors insist giving the same 
name, particularly since seems cause 
much confusion the public mind. 
That will have the subject 
another discussion. 

The Fifth International Congress 
Leprosy (Havana 1948) adopted res- 
olution recommending that use the 
word designate the patient 
abandoned, and instead the term 
“leprosy used. The Sixth 


Congress (Madrid 
the resolution. The same resolution re- 
commended that the word “leprosy” 
retained the scientific designation 
for the disease. Apparently the World 
Health Organization ignored 
olution, for one still finds both words 
WHO literature. did the recent 
“International Congress for the Defense 
and Social Rehabilitation the Leper,” 
sponsored the Sovereign Military Or- 
der Malta (Rome, April How- 
ever, the International Leprosy Associa- 
tion tries follow the Congresses’ 
recommendation and the United 
States, this the policy, terminology- 
wise the American Medical Associa- 
tion, the U.S, Public Health Service, 
the American Leprosy Missions, 
and probably few other groups. 

But outside scientific groups, and 
not all these, and one two 
groups, the resolution 
has not carried much weight, mainly 
because the Congress did not have the 
ways and means implement the res- 
olution the press and public. But 
even the resolution could have been 
implemented, doubt would have 
long the word “leprosy” officially 
retained the name for the disease, 
you'll have the word “leper” for the 
patient. The word “leprosy” begets the 
word “leper.” like Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde. 

Words, words, words. Words can make 
sick, and sometimes help make 
well. The medical world recognized the 
power words long time ago, discard- 
ing the words consumption and con- 
sumptive for the words tuberculosis and 
patient. Today, medicine, extreme- 
psychosomatic-conscious, prefers the 
phrase mentally ill lunatic and 
words alcoholism and alcoholic the 
words drunkenness and drunkard, and 
rightly so, euphemisms not. This list 
could and on. 

The word “leprosy” can make new- 
diagnosed patient good deal sicker 
mind and heart than need be, 
and the terrible psychological effect 
this verbal monster 
family and friends and the community 
which lives lived, too often 
persists even after the patient dis- 
charged. The word “leper” brand 
which makes some cases conceal their 
illness until the disease advanced. 
retain name for disease that doctors 
admit medical mislabel and hang- 
over from pre-scientific days, and one 
that causes delay treating disease 
because it’s name under 
should longer tolerated, Never was 
change the official nomenclature 
disease more needful. —S.S 
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Town Talk 
Easter Highlights 


Catholic Chapel 

prelude the glorious religious 
observance Easter Sunday, Catholic 
attended evening Masses 
Holy Thursday and Holy Saturday 
the Catholic Chapel. Good Friday 
afternoon, Stations the Cross were 
followed Holy Communion, for the 
first time received here that solemn 
day. The Choir the Catholic Chapel, 
composed patients and Sisters 
Charity, had been practicing for special 
rendition the Mass and their voices 
raised praise Easter Sunday morn- 
ing were beautiful hear, 

The patients’ Choir the Protestant 
Chapel, under the direction David 
Whisner Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, practiced for weeks ad- 
vance Easter and that Sunday morn- 
ing they were excellent form. was 
the finest program Easter music ever 
given here Protestant patients. Good 
Friday services were held the Protes- 
tant Chapel the afternoon and the 
evening the Baptist Choir from the near- 
town Gonzales, brought the 
Chapel the Easter Cantata that they 
were give their own Church 
Sunday. 


Protestant Chapel 


Also the Protestant Chapel the 
evening Sunday, David Whis- 
ner presented cello Recital. The pro- 
gram Mr. Whisner gave here, later 
presented Baton Rouge, 
ment for his Master Music Degree. 
Gordon Epperson, L.S.U, Music Pro- 
fessor, was the piano. Mr.. 
program was divided into four parts, 
featuring compositions Henry Eccles, 
Bach, Frederick Delius 
ouard Lalo. was fitting musical cli- 
max weekend beautiful music, 

Following their annual custom, the 
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary, 
through their national 
man,Mrs. Florence Green, Kalamazoc, 


sent Easter lilies for both Chapels 
and for the Club Lounge. The lilies add- 
much the overall beauty the 
Chapels and Lounge. The thoughtful- 
ness the DAV Auxiliary always 
deeply appreciated. 

Although patients feel more im- 


too concerned about Easter attire, never- 


theless the Easter Sunday promenade 
towards the Chapel area this hospital 
the weather cooperat- 
ing beautifully, had touch fashion- 
able Fifth Avenue. Patients were their 
best bib and tucker, wearing the 
Spring’s latest creations. 


Entertainment 


Sunday evening, April the local 
Spann Unit 188, American Legion 
Auxiliary, entertained the patient body 
game party the Recreation Hall. 
large number patients attended the 
party, enjoying the games prizes 
given the winners, 

Students and teachers the local 
school provided evening enjoyable 
entertainment Friday, April when 
they presented the “Carville Blackouts.” 
Throughout rehearsals the theatre 
doors were locked from the inside, thus 
the entire program was 
secret until began unfolding the 
stage. The were directed 
Mamie Gravemberg, with the assist- 
ance Mrs. Harold Sicard and Mr. 
Gaston England, all teachers the 
school here. 

George Sal ably handled the role 
emcee for the evening fun, The 
“Blackouts” included most the stud- 
ents one way another, and even 
the teachers added their bit surpris- 
ing the students with skit their own. 

The impersonations people known 
all were overwhelming suc- 
cess. was fun seeing ourselves others 
see us. Alfredo’s singing and soft shoe 
dancing was well received, The tap 
dancing Chinese music presented 
Walter, Henry, Tommy and Bill na- 
tive costume was hit. Not one the 
boys had ever tap-danced before begin- 


ning rehearsals, Gary, lanky, six-foot 
chap with Southern drawl, spent the 
getting and out the acts 
the most unexpected times. 

The students and teachers received 
warm applause from the audience and 
many verbal bouquets. 


Red Cross Drive 


The B.L. Spann Unit 188, American 
Auxiliary, this community 
staged the annual Red Cross Drive 
March. total $104.52 was donated 
patients, 


Jolly Social Club Benefit 


The Point Clair Lions Club spon- 
soring the annual fund raising drive for 
the Jolly Social Club, whose members 
are all handicapped patients. The Fair 
set for Sunday, April 29, and being 
managed Lion Joe Santos. Donations 
merchandise and cash are being re- 
ceived Santos and the outlook for the 
success the benefit bright. 


Johnny’s Town Journal 


“Would Your Town Accept Johnny 
Harmon?” the provocative title 
feature article Town Journal for 
April Johnny Harmon none 
other than Johnny Harris, Carville grad 
and ex-STAR photographer. Johnny 
new the proprietor photography 
shop the little town Vacherie, La., 
near New Orleans, and this the story 
Johnny’s acceptance the citizens 
and community Vacherie. hu- 
man and very heart-warming story writ- 
ten Edward Linehan. Mr. Linehan 
went Vacherie gather, on-the-spot, 
material for his article and later and 
Johnny drove Carville. recom- 
mend this article without reservations. 

Town Journal, formerly called Path- 
finder, published Farm Journal, 
Inc. Washington Square, Philadelphia. 
The April copy should available 
your newsstand. 
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Happy 95th Birthday, Grandma Hutson! 
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Grandma Hutson, above, received 
guests her birthday party, fancy 
topped with blue stole. Her 
hair was done especially for the oc- 
casion with flat bun top tied 
white ribbon. She loves jewelry and 
for the party wore beads and brooch. 


The oldest living patient this hos- 
pital, Mrs. Emma Hutson, Los Angeles, 
celebrated her 95th birthday March 
27. Hutson,” she affec- 
tionately known here, was given party 
with all the trimmings, big cake, ice 
cream, favors and many presents. 

Grandma tall, slender and grey-hair- 
ed. Her face deeply furrowed, Asked 
what her philosophy life embodied, 
Grandma replied, don’t know them 
words, but you want know 
what live by, prayer and faith, 
faith and prayer.” 

Grandma Hutson makes bones 
ahout she has intentions liv- 
ing the rest her life Carville. She 
looks forward the day when she will 
discharged. Grandma said, 
tests are good, will California, 
here come,” and she impatient with 
the delays and circumstances which keep 
her from enjoying her great grandchil- 
dren and her great, great grandchild. 

Grandma Hutson was born Pike 
County, Ohio, March 27, 1861. Her fa- 
ther was Cherokee Indian from Okla- 
homa and her mother was White wo- 
man from Virginia. Despite Hansen’s 
disease, Grandma has outlived her five 
brothers except one sister 
who Grandma said, is, “one year, one 
month, three weeks and three days 
younger than me.” 


Grandma Hutson’s early life was spent 
her father’s farm where she had 
work from sunup sundown, plowing 
the field, cutting and husking corn and 
chopping wood. “They took out 
school when was the Third Reader.” 
Grandma ‘said with touch regret. 
“But, learned read and write 
experience.” She still writing her own 
letters today, using pencil with large 
black lead. 

the age 13, Grandma was hired 


out cook for family 14, and 
remembers working many long hours 
get all the work done. Cooking one 
Grandma’s hobbies, and she said, 
could only get hands stove 
and some pots and pans, I’d some 
old-country cooking. don’t like this 
Mexican and French cooking.” 
Grandma came Carville patient 
1947 from the Los Angeles County 
Hospital. Before she received correct 
diagnosis, she had the same experience 
many other Carville patients, going 
from doctor doctor, treated for 
practically everything else under the 
life goes day day for Grand- 
Hutson here Carville, where she 
surrounded friends, care and af- 
fection, and always with the hope sus- 
taining her that she will some day 
reunited with her whole family. Twice 
Grandma widow with only 
three her nine children living, Grand- 
ma, with her indomitable spirit remains 
active thought and one could 
charge her with “Satisfied, yet 
ever dissatisfied, settled yet ever unset- 
tled” she continues enjoy her 
winter, frosty but kindly,” and she will 
likely live hundred more. 
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Sports 
Charles Thomas 


The crack the bat rang loud and 
clear the cool crisp evening April 
when the Point Clair Indians played 
their first spring exhibition 
game the season. Their opponent was 
team representing the American Le- 
gion from the nearby village St. Ga- 
briel. 

This was the first time the past 
few years that the Carville patients have 
tried get team. There just wasn’t 
cnough material, due the large 
ber discharges among the ball players. 
did have cracker-jack team cou- 
ple years back, and the Indians won 
the River League championship twice. 

The River League composed St. 
Gabriel and number teams froin 
Rouge, all members the Na- 
Softball League. The Indians are 
hoping make the league again this 
year. 

have number teen-agers here 
now with energy burn, know 
better way for them this than 
participating some form sport such 
softball, tennis golf. 

far baseball concerned here 
Carville, strictly verboten because 
entirely too strenuous for patients 
and would have played the 
broiling sun, have lights with 
sufficient candle power for night soft- 
ball but they would not for night 
baseball. Too little sun isn’t good for 
too much even worse, especially this 
deep south variety, say some the 

case you are interested, the Legion 
discourage the Indians. They all said 
that they would bring the championship 
trophy back Carville. personally 
think they can it, they buckle 
down the business hand. 


* * * 


the table tennis tournament recent- 
completed Walter Seid was crowned 
champ the men’s division, with Linda 
taking home the bacon the ladies 
class. There were eight women 
pants the tourney and nineteen men, 
all patients. The tournament was run 
the double elimination style, best three 
out five games. Winner each di- 
vision received some the long green 
stuff with the short future prizes. 
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British Physician Describes American Journey 


Comments Carville 


One the most interesting 
formative publications received THE 
STAR recent months came from Dr. 
Madigan, B.A., M.B., B.Ch., 
Farnborough Hospital, Kent, Eng- 
land. 24-page booklet which 
Madigan gives day day account 
his Journey,” September 
December 12, 1953. were intrigued 
the quotation from Francis Bacon, 
the title page, “Reading maketh full- 
nian; conference ready man and writ- 
ing exact man,” 


Dr. Madigan was New Orleans for 
the meeting the Southern Trudeau 
Society where gave his first formal 
lecture the U.S. There met Car- 
ville’s staunch friend, Mrs. 
McCormick Destrehan, La. Mrs. Mc- 
Cormick with the Louisiana Tuber- 
culosis Association. When Dr. Madigan 
expressed wish visit Carville, 
McCormick said, “Let’s go.” 

Dr. Madigan commented his visit 
Carville: 


“Sunday (October 1953), spent the day 
the famous Carville Leprosarium, situated 
near the banks (levees) the Mississippi, 
some miles northwest New Orleans. 
the national center for the treatment 
Hansen’s disease (leprosy), (patients object 
strongly the term leprosy), and can ac- 
comodate 400 patients. self contained 
settlement with every urban facility, hospital 
section, cinema and all outdoor recreation 
amenities 350 acres parkland. The 
Chemotherapy Tuberculosis and Leprosy 
are closely related and the Research Unit 
Farnborough Hospital, Kent, worked out 
the Pharmacology and Therapeutics Sul- 
phetrone between 1944 and 1949 and this 
drug was one the advances the treat- 
ment this crippling disease, made 
business get first hand information its 
undoubted value the treatment Han- 
sen’s disease. After complete examination 
the hospital, the ancillary services and 
visits within the actual cottages the pa- 
tients, must say that this experience was 
one the highlights American tour.” 


Dr. Madigan covered lot terri- 
tory his American tour, 
travelling from New York California. 
participated many conferences, 
and several these, was the 
tured speaker. spoke the 40th 
Annual Conference Tuberculosis and 
Mississippi Valley Trudeau Society held 
Minneapolis and St. Paul. There 
met Dr. William Feldman, who later was 
his host the Mayo Clinic, Ro- 
chester, were particularly interested 
Dr. Madigan’s comments Dr. Feld- 


was followed Professor Feldman 
the Mayo Foundation who gave the history 
being the first get 
sufficient material for six guinea pigs from 
Professor Waksman (1934-44). For his 
original work Feldman was awarded the 
Dearholt Medal this meeting.” 


were privileged meet the inter- 
nationally distinguished scientist, Dr. 
Feldman, chairman the Medical Ad- 
visory Board, Leonard Wood Memorial, 
when was here January 1956, for 
the Carville Conferences, Dr. Feldman, 


1956 


well known for his work the Chemo- 
therapy Tuberculosis (he was the first 
try Promin guinea pigs infected 
with TB), has long had special inter- 
est the chemotherapy Hansen’s dis- 
ease. 

Dr. Madigan recorded his meeting 
with the staff the Henry Phipps Insti- 
tute, University Pennsylvania, Phila- 
delphia. The Phipps staff, headed 
Esmond Long, famed for its anti- 
tuberculosis work. One its staff, Dr. 
Florence Seibert, has received consider- 
recognition for her work the pro- 
teins the tubercle bacillus. Dr. Seibert 
and other members the staff Phipps 
now have two-year Federal Grant for 
research project concerned with study 
the proteins the Hansen’s 

particular interest was Dr. Madi- 
gan’s account his day the 
Research Center, Brooklyn, where 
acquaintance with Dr. Gladys 
Hobby. Dr. Hobby has also done excel- 
lent work the chemotherapy tuber- 
culosis and she has also been actively 
engaged Hansen’s disease research. 

Summing his American tour, 
Madigan said, American unin- 
hibited and thus less conservative, more 
new ideas, but quick prove 
and see the fallacies new concepts. 
Where there problem believes 
there solution and the answers 
along more speedily the problem 
examined simultaneously many 
centers such are run Vet- 
erans Administration, etc.” 

our limited space can only hit 
the high spots Dr. Madigan’s report 
which also chronicled his visits such 
famous centers Johns Hopkins, 
more; the American office Burroughs 
and Wellcome Tuckahoe, New York 
(B&W manufacture Sulphetrone, the 
British sulphone, synthesized Well- 
come Research laborotories); Cornell 
University Medical Hospital, N.Y.; Na- 
tional Jewish Hospital, Denver; Leland 
Stanford, Palo Alto; University 
fornia, Berkeley; George Washington 
University Hospital, Washington and 
many other places. Yes, indeed, Dr. Ma- 
digan certainly got around and gain- 
considerable information from the 
careful observations our British 
visitor. 


the story. 

“The doctors here made easy for 
settle down and live peace... 
there were many questions people 
called ask them. They wanted 
know was safe for their children 
with around.” 


Cured 


tommyrot,” the lean, 
straight backed 75-year old veteran 


ficer snorted. sweetheart here,” 
said referring his wife years, 
completely cured Hansen’s disease 
that’s what is. Nobody can get in- 
fected from her. Furthermore, its impos- 
sible contract the north tem- 
perate zone.” 

get downright mad,” went 
with the rapidity machine gun, 
“when people filled with ignorant super- 
stitions the Dark Ages think Han- 
sen’s disease disgraceful and 
tempuous thing.” 

easy, Dad,” his wife caution- 
ed. Then turning she declared: 

doctors considered complete- 
cured 1952, But the people around 
here took their hearts before then 
and made easy for me.” 

“We weren’t ashamed anything,” 
her husband interrupted, tell the 
butcher, the baker, 
maker about us. I’m happy say every 
body friendly with us. 

“All the neighbors’ kids come 
sweetheart.” Then with his mis- 
chievous grin, said: suppose the 
candy she gives them helps.” 


Lectures Disease 


Mrs. Hornbostel, addition car- 
ing for their seven-room white and green 
shingled house, and acre land where 
she grows “everything from pumpkins 
grapes,” lectures before church groups 
and clubs. 

“This has helped some,” she said, ex- 
cusing herself adjust the washing 
machine. Returning the living room 
lined with books and flowerpots, Mrs. 
Hornbostel told her constant letter 
writing campaign eliminate the social 
stigma surrounding the words “leper” 
and “leprosy.” 

She showed letter she received from 
former Secretary State Dean Acheson 
1950 apologizing for his spontaneous 
remark news conference which 
said “You treat though were 

“When Queen Elizabeth recently 
went through leprosarium Nigeria, 
she helped the cause,” Mrs. Hornbostel 
declared. 

She sat silently moment and then 
commented: 

“You know been lucky. were 
accepted and happy here, Dad and 
but that hasn’t been the case for 
many others who have been released 

“They have had change their names 
and hide the fact that they had Hansen’s 
disease. They are cured just like me, 
mental attitudes people work 
against them. They can’t get jobs, That’s 
our life work, help people understand 
the truth about the disease,” 

Note: Mr. Lotto’s story got quite ride 
newspapers all over the country. appeared 
the Kansas City Star, and the San 
Francisco Examiner with additional side- 
notes; also the St. Petersburg, Florida 
Sunday Times, the Cedar Rapids Gazette, 


the Savannah, Georgia Morning News and 
many other dailies. 


; 
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Your coverage the 1956 Damien Dutton 
Award was superb. Thank you much for 
helping our little society become better 
known. 

Howard Crouch 
New Brunswick, N.J. 


were delighted furnish Mr. Crouch, 
founder and director the D-D Society 
with extra copies the March STAR, 
send interested persons. Ed. 

* * 

was very pleasantly surprised the 
amount attention you gave the March 
issue THE STAR the Leonard Wood 
Memorial; and your reporting the Damien 
Award was gracious that almost 
feel immodest thanking you for it. 

Perry Burgess, President 

Leonard Wood Memorial 

New York 10, N.Y. 
ak 

read THE STAR (January 1956) that 
news dispatch from Leopoldville reporied 
that the Lyonda Settlement, where 310 
Hansenians returned their family last 
year either cured for out-patient treat- 
ment, has medical staff and “is run 
and two sisters” only. 

Will you kind enough make the 
adequate rectification your Mailbag. The 
Lyonda Settlement under the full- 
time direction Government M.D., who 
helped four sisters, two priests, native 
male nurses, and also 
from the next towns. 

Thank you advance, and best wishes 
for THE STAR, which always interest- 
ing for everybody connected with all 
over the world. 

Dr. Lechat, Medical Director 
Centre d’Isolement Yonda 
Coquilhatville, Belgian Congo 
Central Africa 


THE STAR obtained its information from 
news dispatch datelined Leopoldville, ap- 
pearing The Register, Catholic publica- 
tion. Apparently The correspond- 
ent Leopoldville responsible for the 
error. are always glad correct 
error, whether not are blame, —Ed. 


wish share with you any evidences 
progress which may note here from 
time time. 


There now university Ibadan, West- 
ern Region Nigeria. This new university 
(called University College) direct af- 
filiation with London University. medica! 
almost completely organized. The 
professors and their professional staffs are 
working here make this school one the 
best and gratifying know that they 
have not left out Hansen’s disease. Many 
have taken advantage the clinical materi- 
have here, and our patients are most 
cooperative help show these teachers 
the Nigerian doctors tomorrow what 
their disease really 

symposium Hansen’s disease was 
recently held the University Hospital. 
Dr. R.G. Cochrane and Dr. John Dreisbach 
provided micropathological for 
this conference. desperately hope the 
time the first medical students enter the 
classrooms hear their first lectures 
Hansen’s disease, they will not even hear 
the odious terminology except histori- 
eal fact erroneous nomenclature. Here, 
then, could the beginning 
modern medical school, teaching doctors- 
to-be setting endemic Hansen’s dis- 
ease using the English language yet not 
the terms that have been erroneously 
attached throughout the centuries. Not only 
this, but here, too, could the stimulation 
doctors all specialties tackle the 
problems this challenging disease 
and find the answers have long await- 
ed. the same time, entirely up-to-date 
approach to,the disease the medical pro- 
fession will much change the public’s 
age-old superstitions and fears this part 
the 

Carville while furlough, June 1956 -June 
1957. 

Goldie, M.D. 
Baptist Leprosy Service 
Ogbomosho, Africa 


Mail Bag 


What joy and satisfaction find 
man with the qualities discernment and 
foresight such Dr. Goldie possesses. Dr. 
Goldie’s letter gave lift and would 
real pleasure meet him person, 
and thank him for his continued support 
THE STAR. —Ed. 

idea that perhaps the mycobac- 
terium leprae might symbiant 
clinical picture Hansen’s disease. There 
are many good and obvious reasons for this 
theory. Just for example: Why should Han- 
sen’s disease endemic certain sections 
Louisiana and just few miles distant 
these areas, Hansen’s disease seldom 
ever develops? Though some these sec- 
tions are delta country, even delta 
country serious mineral unbalance can 
and this black soil which looks iike 
and dirt, produces deficient vegetation 
unable maintain the nutrition cattie 
grazing it. Many drained swamp lands 
these areas Louisiana contain little but 
water, carbonaceous material and nitrogen 
which grows grass which though seems 
lush and abundant appearance, de- 
rives little nourishment from these svils 
that barely able reproduce 
Cattle grazing these areas are pitifully 
thin, undernourished, and less than nor- 
mal size. Vast areas soil Africa where 
Hansen’s disease also endemic are devoid 
power produce nutritious vegetation 
there was nothing the soil 
begin with, making the struggle for protein 
the native colored population these 
areas most intense. these points 
gest the possibility that Hansen’s disease 
actually deficiency disease and the de- 
monstration the mycobacterium 
indicates deficiency tissue chemistry 
those symptomatic individuals the point 
that Hansen’s bacillus finds convenient 
host. 

Herbivorous laboratory animals showing 
similar deficient tissue chemistry, (not 
chemistry) can raised feeding 
such animals their natural foods but grown 
media, soil from which trace elements 
major chemical elements, both, have 
keen purposely withheld. 

Eighty-two years experience the 
failure grow the Hansen bacillus outside 
the human body shows the futility using 
healthy laboratory animals tissue cultures 
for experiment. Attempts made with artiti- 
cially produced deficient laboratory 
might worth while. 

has never been tried. Why not? 


L.P. Gay, M.D. 
Jefferson City, Missouri 


Dr. Gay, alumnus Washington Uni- 
versity School Medicine, St. Louis, and 
former instructor clinical medicine 
that school, specializes the field alleray, 
written 
scientific papers. member the 
American College Allergists, the American 
College Physicians, and diplomate the 
Board Internal Medicine and other medical 
groups. Dr. Gay visited Carville the spring 
1955. 


The highly original hypothesis proposed 
Dr. Gay will doubt considered 
off the track from the traditionalist point 
view, and maybe is. But maybe 
the right track last! Who knows? 
humble layman’s opinion, have 
had far too much tradition dealing with 
so-called leprosy. Tradition has been and 
the stumbling block progress the socia! 
side the problem, and the lack concrete 
scientific knowledge the 
may due small part sticking too 
closely traditional research procedures. 
Burke said, “Nothing tends much the 
nate; these waters must troubled before 
they can exert their virtues.” 


Dr. Gay’s letter “troubles the waters” 
stimulating thought and stirring discus- 
sion, will accomplish constructive pur 
pese. would, for instance, interesting 
know what Dr. Daft, thinks Dr. 
Gay’s idea. Dr. Daft director, National 
institute Arthritis and Metabolic Dis- 
the National Institutes Health, 
Bethesda, Md. was scheduled read 


paper the Carville Conference January 

1956 “Some Relationships Between Nutri- 

tion and Infection.” From the title Dr. 

Daft’s paper, must believe there “some 

relationship” and that seems what Dr. 

Gay driving at. —Ed. 
* 

Thank you for your most interesting and 
informative letter March 26th, which was 
forwarded the editors the Saturday 
Evening Post. Thank you, too, for the copy 
THE STAR which have read with in- 
terest. 

indeed sorry that the use the 
term “The Company Cowards” 
marred your enjoyment the story. The 
term was used wholly its Biblical connota- 
and was not meant any way re- 
those now suffering from 
disease. Having served both Hawaii and 
the Philippine Islands was familiar with 
the story Father Damien’s work Mo- 
lokai the Territory Hawaii and 
of the good work being done at Culion in the 
Philippines. I knew, too, in a rather general 
way Carville. Yet never crossed 
mind, when used the expression 
the story that was making invidious 
comparison with the unfortunate people who 
are afflicted with disease. Such 
was not meant, 

think that most people, like myself, think 
the term “leper” referring out- 
cast and not one suffering from curable 
and understandable disease (which certainly 
should not now bear the stigma once given 
it) incurred through fault their 
Certainly that was the meaning intended 
the story. Nor did mean infer that 
lepers were cowards; rather, that the charac- 
ters the story—through their actions—had 
made themselves outcasts. 


ing this attention and shall 
careful the use the term the future. 
Your letter did whet interest Carville 
and it’s possible that may able visit 
there one these days—a thing would 
like do. 

It seems to me that stamping out the use 
the term “leper” its generally accepted 
sense going long and possibly fruit- 
less task because its Biblical use. Why 
not attack the problem from different angle 
such that the Territory Hawaii has 
already taken? 

If, through legislation and custom, the dis- 
was officially recognized 
disease” and not “leprosy” think that 
would only matter time until the 
words “leprosy” and have 
modern meaning the sense that they re- 
ferred specific medical condition. 

Edwin Chamberlain 

(William Chamberlain) 

Brigadier General, USAF, Retired 
Rockville, Maryland 


The story Gen. Chamberlain dis- 
cussed page appreciate the Gener- 
al’s letter, and are sure one more 
writer whose future cooperation can 
count. The trouble is, correct one and 
others, like weeds, sprout elsewhere. 
the General says, the average person thinks 
the term “leper” synonymous with 
outcast and not sick person. The same 
attitude applies the parent term “leprosy,” 
synonymous with “the unclean.” can’t 
blame writers too much for using these 
terms their connotative sense, but once 
they know the score, they usually not 
use the objectionable terms again. 

have attacked the problem from dif- 
ferent angle. have been for years, 
but trying get the medical profession 
officially adopt new terminology completely 
disconnecting the illness called leprosy to- 
day from Biblical leprosy, has not worked 
out either, though our efforts have produced 
few dents the traditional armor. The 
legislative action the Territory Hawaii 
making “Hansen’s disease” the official term 
encouraging and there evidence that the 
Territory’s action good example 
other parts the world. But this contro- 
versial, technical subject cannot success- 
fully legislated without the full cooperation 
the medical world. —Ed. 


April 


] 
| 
| 
| 
| 
\ j 


disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s dis- 
ease has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many dif- 
diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.). Reprints some these are available from THE STAR. 

International medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
“leprosy” will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
and change terminology would contribute saner public 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would 


fictally change the name the disease, 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familal. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
municable disease. This statement supported recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA 
commendations are with U.S, Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded sixty-one years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 


Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 
mitted freely. The general visiting adolescents not en- 


SSE 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section), not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can 
such record? 

* * * * 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, “The good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
contracting the disease. 


couraged. Visitors are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their homes 
for periods month. 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that disease the least communicable 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Once that determined, the 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


— 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 

# * * * 

Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 


their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * * * 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N.H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 


N.D. specifically have restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 
the patients now Carville could sit unnoted 
gathering. 


} 
i 
| 
| 


Salute The Nation’s Medical Schools 
and Help Keep 
Medical Education Week 
22-28, 1956 


You can write the prescription 


BOX 313, NEW YORK, 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO:— 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 


Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 


and finance social service for needy patients. 
monthly patients the U.S. Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 


Please send THE STAR to: 
Subscription $1.00 per year stamps please. 


Note—Kindly make checks and money orders payable THE STAR 


Mail to: STAR, Point Clair Br. P.O., Carville, La. 
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